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Abstract: In the early stage, Kuhn creates a pure descriptive theory on the basis of fully respecting the
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historical facts of science in order to reveal the law of scientific development and describe the overall picture
of scientific development. However, scientism constructivists do not accept Kuhn’s pure descriptive theory,
and they believe that constructivism is the true value orientation of philosophical culture and the right way for
the development of philosophy. As a result of these criticisms, Kuhn had to convert to constructivism in later
stages. However, Kuhn’s constructivism is, in fact, nothing more than a priori constructivism, because he only
rearranges a series of instrumental terms created in the early stage to reveal the laws of scientific development,
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such as “paradigm”, “normal science” “incommensurability”, and treats “paradigm”, which is replaced by
“lexicon” in the later stage, as the arche of theoretical construction. Actually, these terms are essentially the
product of Kuhn’s description of scientist theory, because its source of thought or content lies in scientists and
not in Kuhn, especially because Kuhn’s constructionism seems to be a description of scientist constructionism.
Therefore, Kuhn’s transition to constructivism in the later stage is a failure. Nonetheless, Kuhn’s descriptive

theory has an unquestionable value. For example, it reveals the objective law of scientific development, and
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helps to reveal the essence of scientific theory or scientific truth and scientific controversy, etc. In summary,

Kuhn’s pure descriptive theory should have its own space of tension, even if constructivism belongs to the

mainstream of philosophical culture.
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