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Memorializing Trevor Pinch: A “Constructor” of the STS World
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Abstract: This article presents a summary of three phases of Trevor Pinch’s research, as well as an overview
of his other works and his encounters with the East Asian STS community. In the initial phase of his career,
starting in the late 1970s, Pinch made important contributions to the sociology of scientific knowledge (SSK),
which was a major development in the sociology of science at the time. Starting in the 1980s, Pinch helped
develop a novel approach to the study of technological systems, which became known as the social construction
of technology (SCOT) program. The third area in which he made important contributions is now called “sound
studies”, an interdisciplinary area that spans the arts and humanities and social sciences. He continued to make
overlapping and simultaneous contributions to all three areas during his extremely active and productive teaching
and research career. In addition, Pinch worked on economic sociology and was committed to introducing the STS
field to a broad audience within and beyond academia.

Key Words: Trevor Pinch; STS; Sociology of Scientific Knowledge; The social construction of technology;
Sound studies
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