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Abstract: Behind The Selfish Gene rising to fame is the ultimate success of the “Darwinian Revolution” in
the age of molecular biology. As an Oxford scholar, Dawkins was born under a lucky star and at the right time. In
this book, he established himself on the just-surveyed boundary of the biological world, helping powerfully the
selection theory gain a firm foothold on the basis of the mutation theory which had become mature as genetics.
By reducing “gene-phenotype” to “replicator-vehicle”, the gene-centered view of evolution for a “science of
adaptation” had been clarified, with the neo-Darwinian remnant individual-centered view melting into the open
vision of “extended phenotype”. By searching the new replicator like the modern replicator DNA, the concept
of “meme” was derived from “gene”. Besides he tried to join forces with elites in scientific and technological
industry, co-founding a chair in “public understanding of science”, used the theory of evolution to popularize the
beauty of rationality, fought against mysticism by rationalism, and led the “New Atheism” movement, just like a
contemporary “prophet” who had been devoutly guarding the fire of scientific culture.
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