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Abstract: While the development of imperial natural history was limited to the western civilization,
Arcadian natural history emerged among all civilizations, with the common feature of the utopian concept of
harmony between nature and man. The case study of the Japanese arcadian natural history helps to enrich its
connotations from a non-western perspective. When the Compendium of Materia Medica by Li Shizhen was
introduced to Japan in the 17th century, a tradition of natural history was formed with the identifi-cation of natural
objects at its core. In the early 19th century, the confluence of natural history and Kokugaku contributed to the
flourishing of natural history of Manyo, of which the late Edo scholar Kuroda Suizan is the most representative.
Natural history of Manyo provided for Japanese a way to feel, know, and experience nature. The destruction of
the natural environment as a result of modernization in Meiji Japan provoked many protests, and the scholar
Minakata Kumagusu focused on the importance of the Jinshu no Mori around shrines in the early 20th century
in his campaign against the shrine enshrinement, responding to the challenge of how to maintain Japanese-style
natural environment in modern society. High growth in post-war Japan has led to various types of environmental
destruction, and reflection on the new relationship between man and nature since 1970s has made the Satoyama
model a kind of arcadian natural history project highly respected in contemporary Japanese society.
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