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Abstract: The chemist Henri Moissan was the first French Nobel laureate in chemistry. Born in poverty,
Moissan worked as an ordinary apprentice in watchmaking and drugstores. He joined the formal chemistry
laboratory with his talent, enthusiasm and persistence in chemistry, and became a prestigious chemist. His two
greatest scientific achievements were the isolation of fluorine and the invention of the electric furnace. The former

put an end to the fear of fluorine, while the latter became a model of the exact combination of scientific research
and technological innovation.
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