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Abstract: This article tries to examine how Kuhn’s theory of science textbooks is formed and the influence
and academia’s criticism of the theory. For Kuhn, the recognition of science textbooks plays an important role in
delineating a quite real image of science. Kuhn considers that science textbooks are indispensable for the scientific
community and are important tools for cultivating the new generation. Because of these, when scientific revolution
occurs, or when the paradigm of normal science changes, science textbooks must be rewritten. All of these make
scientific revolution disappear invisible. Kuhn’s focus on science textbooks might be influenced by the academic
atmosphere when he was entering into the history of science and the reform of textbooks in America. His theory of
textbooks has been developed with his theory of scientific revolutions. Kuhn’s theory of textbooks has had some
influence on history of science and aroused some criticism which focuses on the applicable range of his theory.
Today examinations of science textbooks in history of science have broken the bondage of scientific revolutions

and are taken from the perspectives of the construction of scientific knowledge and social history of books.
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