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Abstract: Artificial intelligence (Al) has attracted great attention from all walks of life and is affecting

social life extensively and profoundly. While people enjoy the benefits and conveniences brought by Al, they also

have great concerns about its risks. Is Al to rule or serve human beings? Historical materialism provides a unique

perspective for reflecting upon the issue. The essence of Al is the objectification of human's essential power and

the achievement of human’s practice. The activities of Al are essentially different from human activities. Al can

not practise. Therefore, Al is not human beings, let alone surpasses them in all aspects and rules them. Both the

benefits and risks of Al come from its application, which depends fundamentally on the mode of production.

Hence whether it serves or endangers human beings depends on the mode of production.
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