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Abstract: Drawing on literature and fieldwork, this article studies the inheritance and change of Chinese
rosin production technology. There were three different kinds of resin tapping technology from Tang Dynasty
to Qing Dynasty, including cutting trees, picking holes, and fish scale-like stabbing. Rosin and turpentine
were processed or extracted through steaming, boiling or burning. The traditional technology was slow in its
development. However, from the Republic of China period to the present, the rosin production technology
has been developing fast. On the one hand, resin tapping has adopted the new methods of upward cutting and
downward cutting; on the other hand, the process technology has advanced from dripping to steaming. At the same
time, the social support system of rosin production technology has also undergone an obvious change from relying
on local natural resources as well as blood and geographical relationships to relying on trans-regional and trans-
provincial use of natural and human resources. With its social support system at work, Chinese rosin production
technology has shown quite different features and tendencies in its development at different times.
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