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Abstract: As a typical woman imperial naturalist during the 19th century, Marianne North traveled around
the world, especially in tropical zones, and painted over eight hundred natural history illustrations during her
journeys, which have been exhibited in the permanent gallery at Kew. Approaching imperial natural history from
the gender eyes, this paper suggests that North’s ideas of imperialism and gender were quite different from those
of traditional women. However, there were conflicts among her ideas. She took herself as an authority in natural
history, and kept close connections with elite naturalists, from which her travels and gallery had both benefited.
As a British woman, she often showed her superiority and imperialism. Her imperial ambition and romantic love
of nature co-existed. Longing for independency and freedom, she rejected the marriage-centered domestic life
for traditional women, but on the other hand she was against struggles for women’s rights. Her oil paintings of
plants were splendid and precise, but they did not follow the pattern and style of traditional watercolor botanical
illustrations. North and her stories serve as a window through which we can observe women'’s participation in and
the influence of gender ideology on imperial natural history.
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