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Abstract: Modern scientific resource allocation has experienced shift from scientific and political elite to the
public participation in the decision making process. But its normative foundation is always utilitarianism, that is to
say, the goal of scientific inquiry is maximizing public goods. “Well-ordered Science” provides an ideal model for
the democratic decision making in scientific resources and a systematic utilitarian argument. Well-ordered science
explains well-being as preference, starting from a subjectivist view of individual value (using personal preferences
as the basis for an account of a person’s welfare). However, we found that this standpoint will generate a morally
unjust preference and lead to an unjust allocation of public scientific resources.
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