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Abstract: Local knowledge is an important concept in the philosophy of scientific practice. It originates
from the interpretive anthropology while expressing quite different meanings. After exploring the specific contexts
where philosopher of scientific practice Joseph Rouse and interpretive anthropologist Clifford Geertz discussed
local knowledge, this article summarizes two sets of logic over local knowledge. Then with the personal response
from Rouse, this article unfolds two sets of meta-logic hidden in these two sets of logic. I conclude the ways
in which the philosophy of scientific practice and interpretive anthropology use local knowledge distinctively
describe different communication models between human and the world. More significantly, they represent
different philosophical standpoints between monism and dualism.
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