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Abstract: Alice Hamilton (1869-1970) was a leading expert in the field of occupational health, and a
pioneer in the field of industrial toxicology, awakening the America in the early twentieth century to the dangers
of industrial poisons and hazardous working conditions. Through her untiring efforts, toxic substances in the lead,
mining, painting, pottery, and rayon industries were exposed and legislation passed to protect workers. Hamilton's
work greatly helped to make American workplace less dangerous and advanced the quality of life of working
people as well as the general public. She is recognized as the "mother" of American occupational hygiene, for
her contribution to the development of public health methods in industry and to the prevention of occupational
diseases.
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