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Abstract: In the post-genome era, the human genetic resources are the base of innovative research in the
field of life science and technology. The particularity of human genetic resources in ethical and legal norm may lie
in the discretionary power of “human” as the subject and the complexity of social and natural attribute of “human
and mankind”. This particularity is profoundly reflected in the scope of informed consent. When the discretionary
power of “human” as the subject is confronted with the long residual action and hereditary of human genetic
resources and the complexity of social and natural attribute of “human and mankind”, challenge in practice
between personal consent and proxy consent, family consent and group or community consent, broad consent and
specific consent as well as informed consent and re-consent is thus emerging. The reasonable provision in human
genetic resources-related legislation on informed consent should take into account both the human dignity and
discretionary power and the particularity of human genetic resources and human social and natural attribute.
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