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“Bamboo Flowering” and “Rescue Giant Panda”:
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Abstract: This article examines the 1980s “bamboo flowering” phenomenon and the “rescue giant
panda” activity from a perspective of science communication. We study the way that ecological knowledge is
communicated and socially constructed and the way the ecological system is narrated. In China, the national
treasure of wild pandas are the most popular yet high-profile extinct species, thereby they possess social and
ecological significance of our era. However, scientists still have a debate over whether the flowering of the
bamboo threatens the survival of pandas. In this paper, we want to use the “rescue giant panda” activity as a case
study to show how such a wildlife protection is triggered by a natural phenomenon called the bamboo flowering.
“Rescue giant panda” brought the long-term effects on giant panda protection and wildlife conservation. We
argue that “rescue giant panda” activity in relation to the bamboo flowering phenomenon is worth studying from
a science communication standpoint, as it shows an interlaced discourse between the science/ecological and the
social and political. Therefore, it reflects complicated interactions between science, technology and society.
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