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Abstract: Science communication in contemporary China has three names: Science Popularization (SP),
Science and Technology Communication (STC) and Science Communication (SC), representing three groups and
three modes of science communication. As the mainstream and orthodox, SP, dominated by China Association for
Science and Technology (CAST), has three characteristics: nationalism, utilitarianism and scientism. However, it has
gradually been marginalized in the past 20 years to some extent. The main researchers of STC are communication
experts, focusing on the means and efficiency of communication. They have no conflict with the idea of SP. The
advocates of SC are mainly historians of science and philosophers of science who challenge the three ideologies
of traditional SP. Indicated by the Center for Science Communication of Peking University, the Critical School of
Science Communication was formed. These three modes are still in the process of intense interaction and integration.
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