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Concept Eliminativism and Its Final Solution
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Abstract: “Concept” is a significant term in cognitive psychology. Machery, the philosopher proposes
that the term “concept”, which does not refer to any natural kind, is an improper scientific term and should be
eliminated from psychology, and such proposition is referred to as “concept eliminativism”. However, there are
two defects within his argument, over-restriction and narrow understanding of the concept, which make “Concept
Eliminativism” insufficiently defended. “Concept” as a term cohesive to the theoretical purposes on which
psychologists focus can be retained reasonably. But the real challenge from Concept Eliminativism is that one
single concept has diverse structures. To regard structures of concepts as two-fold structures in which multiple
cognitive structures are unified into one semantic structure can explain the diversity of structures of concepts,

thereby finding a final solution to Concept Eliminativism.
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