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Abstract: Leibniz advanced the inductive rationality before Hume. However, for various reasons, people
often neglected his thought of induction and regarded him as a pure rationalist. This view is unfair. Leibniz's
account of induction is widely scattered in many of his books and manuscripts. Leibniz shows a tendency to
eclecticism in inductive defenses. He confines his inductive rationality to occasional hesitation. Rationality relies
on some metaphysical universal hypothesis principles, which not only emphasize the necessity of empirical
induction for obtaining truth, but also take a rationalist defense approach. Leibniz puts forward “the conjectural
method a priori” in his induction and defense - the embryonic form of hypothetico-deductive method, shining the
light of modern scientific spirit and leaving a place for empirical exploration in the grand metaphysical system.
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