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Abstract: Based on Heidegger and Don lhde’s phenomenology of technology, this paper argues that the
evolution history of maps is a process in which human being’s understanding of the world opens up in maps and
returns to the existential world. Through the examination of maps of seminal influence, we find that maps open up
human’s understanding of the world in two aspects: one is to open up the understanding of the actual geographical
conditions, and the other is to open up the understanding of the abstract meaning of the world. Owing to the
upgrading of the information organization mode, improvement of personalized network service, digital maps make
us experience actual geographical conditions in a nearly egocentric way, and constitutes human’s “existence in
maps” in various levels ranging from ordinary life to ideological status.
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