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Abstract: The inadequate description of technical artifacts’ “Structure-Function” relation in analytical
philosophy of technology has led to the “hard problem” both in ontological and ethical fields. The reason of
causing this “hard problem” is the division between two kinds of “empirical turn”. However, Merleau-Ponty’s
phenomenology of the body can provide new theoretical perspectives as well as solving approaches. On one hand,
the phenomenological analysis gives a stable consistency between body’s structure and function, and therefore the
“Structure-Function” relation of technical artifacts can be seen as the extension of body’s structure and function.
On the other hand, the morality “possessed” by technical artifacts were given by the Body Intentionality, so the
discussion of the moral status of technical artifacts can not be separated from the detailed condition of body
perception. Finally, the approach of phenomenology of the body not only helps us to analyze the “hard problem”,
but it also helps us to link up the two kinds of “empirical turn”.
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