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Abstract: In contemporary epistemology, radical scepticism can be motivated by the underdetermination-
based sceptical argument. Explanationism aims to rebut this argument. According to explanationists, the common
world hypothesis provides a better explanation of our empirical evidence than the sceptical hypothesis does.
Hence, we are justified in believing the common world hypothesis. Jonathan Vogel’s proposal shows how it works.
However, three objections are levelled against this approach. First, explanationists need to defend the inference to
the best explanation; second, one may wonder whether explanationism, qua an anti-sceptical proposal, provides
epistemic justification, as opposed to pragmatic justification; third, explanationism is not superior to other anti-
sceptical proposals, e.g. epistemological disjunctivism. To sum up, explanationism is not among the ideal anti-
sceptical proposals.
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